
Across the Board 

This is the traditional style of shearing board. The shearer takes a sheep from the catching 
pen, drags it to position, shears it and then releases it through a chute on the opposite 
wall. Designs and dimensions provided by Conroy and Hanrahan are provided below: 
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Michael Lawrance & Associates also provides design and dimensions for an “Across 
the Board” layout: 
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Advantages 

• A simple design and easy to build; and  

• Sheep can be stored under the wool room (although many older sheds do not 
have this ability). 

 Disadvantages 

• If catching pen is shared – ensure that the size of the pen and distance from the 
shearing stand to catch & drag are not too great; 

• If there is a single gate for a shared pen then one or both of the drags may be out 
of alignment to the down tube. This can place enormous strain on the lower 
back and outside hip bone of the shearer;  

• Shearers and shedhands are crossing paths and shedhands need to be constantly 
bending over to pick up the belly wool, fleece etc; and 

• It usually involves shedhands having a long distance to travel to the skirting 
table. 

 


