
Gates 
 

Barber & Freeman suggest that any gate within a shed (or yard for that matter) should 
meet the following functional requirements: 

1. Have a height and strength comparable to the fences; 

2. Be constructed of sound, cost effective materials; 

3. Be capable of single-handed manual operation; 

4. Provide an opening sufficient for sheep to move without undue restriction; 

5. Facilitate the movement of sheep from pen to pen; and 

6. Allow efficient use of the pen space. 

Gates are generally made of timber or steel/galvanised pipe. 

Timber frames must have square corners, be free of twisting, be adequately braced to 
prevent sag at the outer edges, and have strong joints such as would be obtained by 
using bolts. 

Steel frames should be free of twisting, but diagonal bracing is not normally needed 
as the infill material used to complete the gate provides adequate restraint against 
sagging. 

Several types of gate give better performance in shearing sheds than does the common 
swing gate. The most severe shortcoming of the common swing gate is that a portion 
of the pen space must be left free in order to swing the gate open or closed. Other 
options include: 

 

Slide Swing Gates 

The slide swing gate has two parts to its action. The frame can slide end for end 
through the hinge piece, and it can also swing about one of its vertical sides like a 
common swing gate. 

 

 



 
Both diagrams reprinted from Conroy and Hanrahan 

 
Tip Swing Gate 

Another type of gate which produces a similar result but in a different way is the tip 
swing gate. Again there are two stages in its operation. A short horizontal pin half 
way up one vertical side allows the gate to pivot at this point so that it can be tipped 
over to expose the opening between two pens. The Figure below shows the gate part 
way through the tipping action.  

 

 
Reprinted from Conroy & Hanrahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lift Swing Gate 

A third type of gate has been in limited use longer than either of the previous types. 
The lift swing gate again has a compound action in that it can be raised vertically and 
also rotated about a gate post, either in the raised or lowered position. Its manufacture 
requires care and patience so that it can be raised or lowered easily.  

 
Reprinted from Conroy & Hanrahan 
 
 

OH&S 

An example of OH&S risks in relation to gates and doorways can be below (from the 
Victorian Workcover Authority). 
 

Source: © Victorian Workcover Authority 
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