“Preventing a site from deteriorating”
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Corrigin farmer has managed to defy the
odds and convert a section of saltland
on his property for grazing.

After purchasing a block with more than
100ha of saltland six years ago, Charlie Bell
started thinking of ways to make use of this
seemingly unproductive area. The site had
been suffering from declining barley yields
for a number of years and he knew something
had to be done.

After inspecting the property, saltland
recovery and wildscene specialist Robin
Campbell said the land was losing production
quickly and it was time to act before it
became too expensive to reclaim it. She
suggested Charlie look into the Sustainable
Grazing on Saline Lands program (SGSL).

He was delighted to receive an SGSL producer
grant as it gave him the chance to make use of
this quickly deteriorating land.

The objective of the SGSL project was to
investigate the potential for intercropping
barley with annual legumes between saltbush
alleys and the effects of increasing the
potassium levels on pasture production.

“We hoped to prevent the site from deteriorating,
to establish sustainable production, to reduce the
watertable level enough to support pasture and
thus reduce the salt levels,” Ms Campbell said.
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