
Decreasing crop and pasture 
production was the signal 

for Terry and Linda Lee to 
treat emerging salinity before 
the problem expanded.

Now, three years after they 
started planting salt-tolerant 
species over a 36ha site, they 
are bene�ting from its grazing 
value.

The Lees bought South Uberin 
Farms 14 years ago - a property 
in the Fitzgerald Biosphere 
midway between Jerramungup 
and Ravensthorpe.  

The property is typical of 
many light sand over 

gravel, mallee blocks 
cleared along the south 
coast in the early 
1970s.

It is in a 370-400mm 
rainfall area that can 
usually be assured of 
receiving some good 
summer falls.

In previous years 
the Lees cropped 
up to 60% of the 
property but have 
reduced it to 40% 
with East Carinya 
blood Merinos 
run on the rest.

With the 
exception of the 
naturally saline 
Suzetta River 

that ran through it, the farm 
was free of salt but within two 
years of buying, the �rst signs 
of salinity appeared in high 
watertable areas.

The Lees fenced off 300ha along 
the river to exclude stock and 
are seeing the area regenerate 
naturally. 

They also decided to seek help 
through the Sustainable Grazing 
on Saline Lands (SGSL) program 
to work on a 36ha site situated 
in the V-junction of two  
salt-affected drainage lines.  

The area had small bare salt 
scalds starting to creep up 
the slope, but it also had the 
additional problem that the 
watertable was within 2m of the 
surface (slightly under seawater 
quality) and was extremely acid 
in testing pH 3.5-4.

Production had dropped to the 
point where the Lees no longer 
cropped the paddock and 
pasture had declined to almost 
nothing.  

Rather than plant trees they 
wanted a treatment option that 
would give some production.

“Tackling salinity in its infancy”

Have a yarn
talking salt with Terry & Linda Lee
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