
Like many WA farmers, 
Bruce Rock producer 

Grant Robinson had 
noticed increasing 
problems with salinity on 
his property.

The rising watertable and 
occasional �ooding of 
Kurrenkutten lakes had led 
to problems with saline and 
acidic soils on large areas of 
the farm. 

�There are a number of 
affected areas on our property 
and the problem has been 
getting worse over the 
last decade,� Grant said. 
�Kurrenkutten lakes have been 
�ooding more regularly, each 
time leaving salt behind.� 

Unfortunately, iceplant was 
also contributing to the soil 
degradation and controlling 
it was a priority. 

�Iceplant can easily take 
over large areas and is toxic 
to sheep,� he said. �It is 
important that we control 
it so it does not continue to 
spread to other areas of the 
farm.�

After attempting to grow 
barley on the problem areas 

for several years, Grant 
Robinson �nally decided 
the paddocks were costing 
more than they were 
making and something 
needed to be done. 

He heard about the 
Sustainable Grazing on 
Saline Lands (SGSL) grants 
from saltland recovery and 
wildscene specialist Robin 
Campbell and thought 
this might give him the 
opportunity to make this 
fast deteriorating land 
productive. 

�The idea of the grant is to 
create feed for sheep during 
the autumn period and 
eventually all year round, 
making the land more 
productive,� he said. 

�The trial was also set up 
to help evaluate a range of 
herbicides for controlling 
iceplant, while lowering the 
watertable, which would 
hopefully prevent or slow 
down the spread of salinity on 
my property.�

Mr Robinson chose a 
100ha site which had been 
suffering from declining 
barley yields for a number 

“Making the most of an opportunity”

Have a yarn
talking salt with Grant Robinson
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