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talking grazing trials with Phil & Caroline Smith

After the major rains in 1999 the affected land just
gradually got worse until it was almost barren, Phil
said.

We were going to do a saltland grazing trial with
another organisation in 2001 but the season was too
dry so we deferred it.

In 2003 our local landcare of cer suggested the
Sustainable Grazing on Saline Lands program and
from there we got in touch with the Department of
Agriculture.

Bonnie Rock Farm is more than 350km south-
east from Perth and is one of the easternmost
farms in the agricultural region before station
country begins.

Phil and Caroline run the 1880ha property,
which carries sheep, cattle and a limited
cropping program.

The main crops in 2006 are oats, triticale for
stockfeed and a niche triticale blend which is
sold to a large poultry producer.

Rainfall is usually about 300mm a year but
there has only been about 250mm in 2006, with
winter rainfall of 43mm for May-August.
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The Smiths run about 1000 pure Merinos, as wool
and shipping wethers. They operate a feedlot for
their Finn/Texel cross mob, with crosses bred for
prime lamb production and lambs sold on the
domestic market.

Caroline founded Timinta Park Dexter stud in
2003 and is working toward a commercially
viable Dexter Angus cross herd.

DAFWA research of cer John Paul Collins and
technical of cer Darren Michael visited Bonnie
Rock Farm to gauge the progress of the Smiths
SGSL trial.

John Paul said when the site was rst appraised
in August 2003, it presented as a mid-slope
seepage paddock where crops had started to fail
and salinity was likely to worsen.
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