
Looking over the neighbour�s 
fence was the inspiration 

for Jeff and Marilyn Tink 
to tackle emerging creekline 
salinity that was threatening 
to extend into their cropping 
country.

On their neighbour�s property 
healthy trees �ourished in 
the �at creek area further 
downstream, while a similar 
area on their own property 

showed bare salt scalds and 
dying trees.

On the Tinks� property 
Mountlea, north of 
Ravensthorpe, 1500ha of 
annual cropping represents 
80 per cent of their 
enterprise with another 
300ha allocated for sheep, 
which until this year, 
had been mainly a wool-
producing Merino �ock.

Their salinity problem 
is not as severe as some 
and they believe they can 
gain much by improving 
production on the saline 
areas.

The creekline is the upper part 
of a system that feeds into the 
Jerdacuttup River and always 
had a salt tendency which had 
grown progressively worse 
since they bought the farm in 
1981. While they could still 
grow barley on the adjoining 
paddock, the area was getting 
smaller and yields declining.

Their decision to act coincided 
with the start of the Sustainable 
Grazing on Saline Lands 
program which they viewed as 
an opportunity to learn more 
about establishing productive 
saltland plants.

Their experience and success 
in establishing a multi-species 
planting has given them the 
incentive to tackle a second 
20ha saline wasteland also 
extending into healthy 
cropping land. 

In an effort to use more of the 
rainfall where it fell, Jeff had 
already gained some experience 
establishing lucerne under a 
lightly sown barley cover crop 
on almost 70ha on the fresher 
slopes either side of the river 

Have a yarn
talking grazing with Jeff & Marilyn Tink

“Looking over the fence 
– Is their grass greener?”
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