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Combating salinity on
prime farmland remains
a challenge for producers
across WA but it becomes
increasingly dif cult
when salt is a soil surface
issue rather than a rising
watertable event.

That was the situation

facing Prospect Pastoral

Co principals lan and Di
Haggerty before they got
involved with the Sustainable
Grazing on Saline Lands
program (SGSL).

The Wallambin salt lake
system is directly adjacent
to the Haggertys property
and has affected some of
their farming land with the
formation of morrel soils.

The Haggertys run Prospect
Pastoral Co north-west of
Trayning with sons James, 15,
Josh, 12, and Matthew, 4. The
3000ha operation is a mixed
enterprise producing pure
Merino wool and meat, plus
grain and hay production,
and some share farming.

Farm Weekly accompanied
Department of Agriculture
and Food research of cer

John Paul Collins and
technical of cer Darren
Michael to Trayning in
August to gauge the progress
of the Haggertys SGSL trial.

lan and Di Haggerty have
always been proactive about
on-farm landcare to improve
production. In 2002 they
began trialling a combination
of saltbush species and sub-
tropical perennial pastures on
about 40ha of mildly saline
soils. They expanded that
project to more than 140ha
in 2003-04. John Paul Collins
said the Haggertys SGSL site
was characterised by loose,
shifting morrel soils that were
prone to wind erosion and
exhibited mild to moderate
levels of salinity.

The problem is not so much
a rising watertable because
the watertable is 4m below
the surface, he said. But the
site is immediately adjacent to
the Lake Wallambin salt lake
system and salt blows directly
off the lake onto the site.

He said salinity levels had
decreased on the Haggertys
farm since the SGSL initiative
began.
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