altbush is commonly renowned as a useful sheep
feed in dry seasons yet it s not so commonly used
as feed for cattle.

But saltbush is exactly what Trayning farmers Bart and
Denella Hulls used to look after their land and provide
feed to their steers after a tough, dry season. The Hulls
have planted saltbush since 1996 and in 2003 they
applied for a grant in the Sustainable Grazing on Saline
Lands (SGSL) program.

The program was tailored to their farm, and measured
how well a group of steers would perform on a saltbush
diet.

The 14 steers were put into 14ha of saltbush on 11
April 2006 at an average weight of 323.3kg. During the
rst 30 days the steers ate the grass and summer weeds,
as well as available understorey, making a weight gain
of 25kg up to 348.3kg when weighed on 8 June 2006.

The steers were then left with only the saltbush to
eat and a bale of barley straw intermittently. When
weighed again on 18 July they had maintained their
weight gain, on average.

Mr Hulls said the steers performed better than expected
on the saltbush. The cattle were later trucked to the
family s 925ha Gingin property to be nished off.

The Hulls run 7360ha at Trayning with about 300ha
affected by salinity.

They became aware of the SGSL program through a
local landcare coordinator and applied for funding for
saltbush to help manage their salt-affected land better.
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