T started out as a trial, but planting saltbush on saline
land has become a must for North Quairading farmer
Gene Stone.

Mr Stone is the host farmer for the Hommarjelly Creek
Catchment Group and has seen his unproductive saline
land become a food basket for his sheep over the past two
years.

Mr Stone said he came across the Sustainable Grazing

on Saline Lands program(SGSL) through a landcare
coordinator and after applying for a grant on behalf of the
catchment group he was granted about $3000 for the trial
of planting saltbush on saline land.

SGSL is a national program initiated and funded by
Australian Wool Innovation, Meat and Livestock Australia
and the Land, Water and Wool agency.

In WA the project involves the Agriculture Department,
CRC Salinity and CSIRO. SGSL funds trials of sustainable
grazing projects on salt-affected land.

Mr Stone said thanks to the funding he was able to
plant out 9ha in saltbush in August 2004 on land he
used to try and crop but had left for six years because

it was unproductive. He used four varieties of saltbush:
Rivermore, Old Man and South Australian types k23 and
Eyres Green Giant; planting more than 3400 plants in
total.
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