
Over 15 years, the Tonkin fam-
ily from Coomberdale have 

transformed their salt country 
along the Goonderoo River, near 
Moora.

Kenilworth, the home farm, has 
been in the family since 1930 and 
for as long as the Tonkins can 
remember, the Goonderoo creek 
system on their property has been 
salt-affected.

Brad and Natalie Tonkin and Brad�s 
parents, Arthur and Rhonda have 
long recognised the potential of 
this salt-affected country in �lling 

the autumn feed gap � allowing 
them to defer grazing pasture 

on their property. 

The family run a mixed 
farming operation on 
4,800 arable hectares 
about 20km north of 
Moora. 

The split between cropping and 
livestock is fairly even, with 4,000 
ewes mated annually.

Lambing takes place in June and 
July with 2,500 ewes mated to 
Merino sires and a further 1,500 
ewes crossed to terminal sires.

Annual average rainfall is 400mm 
and soil types across Kenilworth 
are variable.

Some 200ha of salt affected 
country has now been revegetated, 
fenced into areas of 30ha or less 
and set up with watering points.

Brad says the motivation to 
reclaim these salt affected areas 
was largely economic.

�Once the saltbush was established, 
we were able to graze areas that in the 
past had been wasted land,� he says.

Much has been learnt over the 
past 15 years and Brad opted to 
host a Sustainable Grazing on 
Saline Lands trial site more as a 
demonstration site than anything 
else.

The 30ha SGSL site was sown to 
saltbush seed in 2002, but it was 
a dry year and germination was 
patchy.

“Transforming saltland country”

Have a yarn
talking salt with Brad & Natalie Tonkin
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