
productive and sustainable
ways to use saltland

sustainable
grazing on
saline lands

Sustainable Grazing on Saline Lands
(SGSL) aims to support the 41 per cent
of woolgrowers nationally who have
land already affected by dryland
salinity*. It is the largest of the seven
sub-programs in Land Water & Wool

1

(LWW), the only national initiative that
addresses the productive management
of land and water specifically for
wool growers.

SGSL was established to achieve:

• improved production and profit
from grazing saline land;

• better environmental outcomes
from saline land; and

• more pride for producers who have
saline land on their properties and
are being proactive about applying
new management systems.

SGSL is achieving this through a
combination of activities that will help
livestock producers better understand
and manage their saline land.

Projects and Products
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1Land, Water & Wool is a joint investment between the wool industry’s peak research and development body, Australian Wool Innovation Limited, and
the nation’s premier investor in natural resource management research; Land & Water Australia.

SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee GGrraazziinngg oonn SSaalliinnee LLaanndd is one of eight Land, Water & Wool sub-programs. 
The others include:

Benchmarking and Evaluation Native Vegetation and Biodiversity

River management and water quality Managing climate variability

Managing pastoral country Future woolscapes

Sustainable Grazing Systems Harvest Year

Land Water & Wool is the first comprehensive natural resource management (NRM) research and development program undertaken by the
Australian wool industry. It consists of eight sub-programs. SGSL has additional investment from Meat & Livestock Australia, the CRC for Plant-based
Management of Dryland Salinity, and in-kind contributions in WA; from the Department of Agriculture; in SA from the Departments of Land, Water and
Biodiversity Conservation, PIRSA Rural Solutions and the University of Adelaide; in Victoria from the Department of Primary Industries; in NSW from
NSW Agriculture and the Department of Infrastructure Planning and Natural Resources, and nationally from CSIRO, the National Dryland Salinity
Program and grower and producer groups across southern Australia.
*Land, Water & Wool Best Practice Survey (2003) 
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SGSL projects

Producer Network –growers talking to growers

SGSL is encouraging and assisting producer groups across Australia to undertake
their own, local research. Such research will be relevant to their particular needs,
appropriate to their local conditions, knowledge and experience. Groups
undertaking these research projects are linked with some of Australia’s leading
salinity research experts who work together to investigate the issues.
SGSL is looking to support 120 producer research sites nationally over the five
years of the program. The results of these projects will be collected and the
benefits from the considerable collective experience will be made available to
livestock producers across Australia.

Where ever possible, SGSL is working directly with existing groups of growers
already participating in local initiatives, such as Triple P, Prograze, Ag Bureau, land
management or Landcare groups, etc.  Network Committees have been
established in WA, SA, Victoria and NSW and are made up of local growers with
experience in saltland agronomy and a representative from lead agencies in each
State. These committees review the proposed projects in their State and make
recommendations about them. For information on the producer network please
refer to the contact section on this information sheet.
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SGSL aims to:

• link producers to regional and
national networks;

• provide producer groups with
financial and technical support to
undertake some of their own
local investigations; 

• package the most up-to-date,
‘best-bet’ information about all
aspects of productive and
sustainable saltland pastures;
and 

• conducting state-of-the-art
research to define the
relationships between
productivity, profitability and
sustainability of the various
options available for saline land.
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National Research Sites – sharing our
knowledge

SGSL has also established a series of
major research sites across southern
Australia. These sites will ensure strong
scientific evidence about the relationships
between saline land, pasture productivity,
animal performance, system economics
and environmental impacts. Five sites
have now been established with different
emphasis, while all maintain a core focus
on productive and sustainable saltland
pasture systems. This strong scientific
base, combined with the practical reality
of the producer sites, provides a great
foundation for the SGSL sub-program of
Land, Water & Wool to help  livestock
producers to better manage their
saline land.

The sites are:

WA1 Site: Profitable and sustainable
grazing on saline land in WA – 

evaluating the gains in animal
production, water management and
biodiversity in saltbush-based
pastures with the introduction of new
plant species and better
management systems. Sites are at
Tammin and Yealering. The project
leader is Dr Robyn Dynes from
CSIRO Livestock Industries.

Victorian Site: Productive and
sustainable salt-tolerant pastures
for Victoria – 

this project is closely aligned with
the SA project, but the primary focus
in Victoria is on tall wheat grass-
based pastures. Additional effort is
directed towards legume
improvement, weed management
and different pasture species
options. The site is at Dunkeld in
western Victoria, and the site leader
is Dr Malcolm McCaskill from the
Department of Primary Industries.

NSW Site: Water, soil and salt
movement from sustainable salt-
tolerant pastures –

the primary focus in NSW is on the
movement of water, salt, soil and
nutrients from saline discharge sites
to waterways, and the impact on
these flows by productive saltland
pastures. The primary sites are
located near Young and Manildra in
the upper Lachlan catchment, and
the project leader is Dr Warren King
from NSW Agriculture.

WA2 Site: Optimising the saltland
pasture system for practical and
profitable use - 

the focus is on the practical
implementation and optimisation of
saltbush and understorey systems to
provide the most effective inputs into
livestock production systems. The
focus is on whole farm management
and profitability, and how to best
utilise saltland pasture in a whole
farm, whole year feeding system.
Several sites are located through the
WA wheatbelt, with a further site at
Grong Grong in southern NSW. Dr Ed
Barrett-Lennard (WA Dept of
Agriculture) is the project leader.

SA Site: Productive and sustainable
salt-tolerant pastures for South Australia – 

the saltland pastures in SA are dominated by
puccinellia and this project focuses on improving their
productivity through grazing management, fertiliser
strategies and different pasture species options. The
primary site is at Mt Charles in the Upper South East.
Dr Nick Edwards (SARDI) is the project leader.
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Map courtesy NLWRA.
Map indicates high hazard or risk of
dry land salinity by 2050.
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Further information –
Network Committee

For information about the SGSL
producer network projects, please
contact the network committee project
officer in your State:

WA: Justin Hardy
WA Dept. of Agriculture 
Albany WA

tel: (08) 9892 8403
email: jhardy@agric.wa.gov.au

SA: Jock McFarlane
Rural Solutions SA
Naracoorte SA

tel: (08) 8762 9100
email: mcfarlane.jock@saugov.sa.gov.au

VIC: Trevor Pollard
VIC Dept. of Primary Industries
Hamilton VIC

tel: (03) 5573 0900
email: trevor.pollard@nre.vic.gov.au

NSW: Luke Beange
NSW Agriculture
Dubbo NSW

tel: (02) 6881 1294
email: luke.beange@agric.nsw.gov.au

SSGGSSLL ggeenneerraall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Dr Warren Mason
SGSL National Coordinator
Tel (02) 6363 1249
Email: warren.mason@lwa.gov.au

Fleur Flanery
Land, Water &Wool 
Tel (02) 6263 6020
Email: fleur.flanery@lwa.gov.au

DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this publication has
been published by Land, Water & Wool to assist
public knowledge and discussion and to help
improve the sustainable management of land,
water and vegetation. Where technical
information has been prepared by or contributed
by authors external to the Program, readers
should contact the author(s), and conduct their
own enquiries, before making use of that
information. No person should act on the
contents of this publication whether as to
matters of fact or opinion or other content,
without first obtaining specific independent
professional advice which confirms the
information contained within this publication.

COPYRIGHT

Copyright of this publication, and all the
information it contains, jointly vests in the Land
and Water Resources Research and
Development Corporation, with its brand name
being Land & Water Australia, and Australian
Wool Innovation Limited. Both Corporations
grant permission for the general use of any or all
of this information provided due
acknowledgement is given to its source.

""SSaallttllaanndd PPaassttuurreess iinn
AAuussttrraalliiaa::
AA PPrraaccttiiccaall GGuuiiddee""..

BBaarrrreetttt--LLeennnnaarrdd EE..
((22000033))..

RRRRPP:: $$2255..0000 ++ $$55..0000 pp&&hh

PPrroodduucctt ccooddee:: PPRR 003300 556633

WWrriitttteenn bbyy DDrr EEdd BBaarrrreetttt--LLeennnnaarrdd,,
AAuussttrraalliiaa’’ss ffoorreemmoosstt aauutthhoorriittyy oonn
ssaallttllaanndd ppaassttuurreess aanndd wwiinnnneerr ooff tthhee
NNaattiioonnaall DDrryyllaanndd SSaalliinniittyy PPrrooggrraamm’’ss
22000022 WW..EE.. WWoooodd aawwaarrdd ffoorr eexxcceelllleennccee
iinn ssaalliinniittyy rreesseeaarrcchh.. TThhiiss bbooookk bbrriinnggss
ttooggeetthheerr tthhee vveerryy llaatteesstt iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn
ssaalliinnee llaanndd aanndd ssaallttllaanndd ppaassttuurreess..
CChhaapptteerrss iinncclluuddee FFaarrmmeerr vvooiicceess;;
SSaalliinniittyy aanndd ssaallttllaanndd ooppttiioonnss;; FFaaccttoorrss
aaffffeeccttiinngg ppllaanntt ggrroowwtthh;; PPaassttuurree ppllaannttss;;
EEssttaabblliisshhiinngg ssaallttllaanndd ppaassttuurreess;;
GGrraazziinngg vvaalluuee;; PPrroodduuccttiivviittyy ooff ssaallttllaanndd
ppaassttuurreess;; aanndd AAsssseessssiinngg tthhee eeccoonnoommiicc
vvaalluuee ooff ssaallttllaanndd ppaassttuurreess.. TThhiiss iiss tthhee
sseeccoonndd eeddiittiioonn ooff tthhiiss bbooookk..

TToo oorrddeerr ccoonnttaacctt CCaannPPrriinntt,, ffrreeeeccaallll 11880000 777766 661166

PPrroodduuccttiivvee SSoolluuttiioonnss
ttoo SSaalliinniittyy
MMaannaaggeemmeenntt ((22000033))

FFrreeee

PPrroodduucctt ccooddee:: PPFF 003300 550088 

PPrreesseennttss aa ssuummmmaarryy ooff ssoommee ooff tthhee
pprraaccttiiccaall ggrraazziinngg ssoolluuttiioonnss ttoo ssaalliinniittyy
mmaannaaggeemmeenntt ffoorr pprriimmaarryy pprroodduucceerrss
aaccrroossss AAuussttrraalliiaa wwiitthh ddeettaaiilleedd ccaassee
ssttuuddiieess,, oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss aanndd ppeeooppllee tthhaatt
ccaann hheellpp..

TToo oorrddeerr ccoonnttaacctt CCaannPPrriinntt,, ffrreeeeccaallll 11880000 777766 661166

SSGGSSLL CCaassee SSttuuddyy sseerriieess

FFrreeee 

AAvvaaiillaabbllee OOccttoobbeerr 22000033:: TThheessee ccaassee
ssttuuddyy iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn sshheeeettss pprroovviiddee
ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn iinncclluuddiinngg
eeccoonnoommiicc ddaattaa aabboouutt nniinnee wwooooll
ggrroowweerrss aaccrroossss AAuussttrraalliiaa ooff tthheeiirr
mmeetthhooddss ttoo pprrooffiitt ffrroomm tthheeiirr
ssaalliinnee llaanndd..

TToo oorrddeerr ccoonnttaacctt CCaannPPrriinntt,, ffrreeeeccaallll 11880000 777766 661166

TThhee EEDDGGEEnneettwwoorrkkTTMM ccoouurrssee ""MMaakkiinngg aa
pprrooffiitt ffrroomm SSaalliinnee llaanndd"".. 

AAvvaaiillaabbllee tthhrroouugghh tthhee EEDDGGEEnneettwwoorrkkTTMM

ddeelliivveerryy ccoommmmeenncciinngg iinn
NNoovveemmbbeerr 22000033

CCoonnttaacctt:: wwwwww..eeddggeenneettwwoorrkk..ccoomm..aauu
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SGSL partners: SGSL is supported by: 
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